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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


On Sunday, October 4, 1998, Lieutenant Willa Glover, Sergeant Anthony Ward, Sergeant Henry 
Romero, and Sergeant Ruth Nelson of the Internal Affairs Bureau, responded to the East Los 
Angeles Station area to investigate a deputy-involved shooting. 


The summary of this incident is based on tape recorded interviews with the deputies involved, 
witnesses, the suspects, and reports under file #098-13308-0286-055. 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 


At approximately 0124 hours, Deputies Phillips and Chase, with two other units, were fü 

, when they 
heard shots fired from the area of mid-block Morrow Place - a narrow alleyway. After advising the 
nearby, assisting units of their intentions, the deputies walked down an east/west alley towards 
Morrow Place to look for possible victims or suspects. As they neared the south end of Morrow 
Place, two male Hispanics emerged from Morrow Place into the alley along which the deputies were 
walking. One was holding a blue steel handgun in his left hand. Ignoring orders to freeze and drop 
the weapon, the suspect turned and fired two shots at the deputies from a distance of twenty to 
twenty-five feet. Fearing for their safety, Deputy Phillips simultaneously fired four rounds at the 
suspects and sought cover. The suspects immediately turned and ran back northbound on Morrow 
Place. Neither the deputies nor the suspects were injured in the exchange. A containment was set- 
up. Both suspects were apprehended a short time later. No weapon was recovered. 


DEPUTIES INVOLVED 


DEPUTY TIMOTHY PHILLIPS My 
East Lost Angeles Station 
Patrol Division/F.O.R. I 


Deputy Phillips is a 16 year veteran of the Department. Assigned to East Los Angeles Station for 
13 years, he is intimately acquainted with both the geography of the area, crime patterns, and local 
gangs. He has worked with the C.O.P.S. team for the past two years, a unit that deals with problems 
in specific, targeted areas. 
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DEPUTY BRIAN CHASE y 
Lomita Sheriff Station 
Patrol Division/F.O.R. H 


Deputy Chase has been on the Department for three and one-half years. 


SUSPECTS INVOLVED 


CHARLES JOSEPH FRIAS MH/12-01-81 Booking #5817154 


Subject Frias is a suspected gang member. 
He was positively identified by Deputy Phillips as the 


suspect armed with the handgun who fired at the deputies. 


ANDREW TOMAS REYES MH/05-11-83 Booking #5817156 


Subject Reyes is a member of the Elm Street gang, using the moniker “Menace.” 


He, too, was positively identified as one of the subjects involved in the shooting.. 


SUMMARY OF INCIDENT 


On Sunday, October 4, 1998, Deputies Phillips and Chase were assigned as ELA PM Unit 24A. 
They were an overlap unit working 2200 hours to 0300 hours. As a member of the C.O.P.S. team, 
Deputy Phillips was aware that neighbors in the area of the 1300 block of Morrow Place had 
complained about on-going narcotic and gang activity. At approximately 0100 hours, he and his 
partner Deputy Chase (a trainee), along with ELA Units 24 (Deputies Lavin MI and Matsumoto 
HBB) anc 23 Deputies Scally MI and Celaya A). set up a surveillance around 
Morrow Place and Union Pacific to monitor for any drug trafficking or gang activity. Deputies 
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Phillips and Chase placed themselves at the entrance to the east/west alleyway, on Fraser Avenue, 
just north of Telegraph Road. Their view east down that alley, from Fraser Avenue, allowed them 
to observe anyone emerging from the south end of Morrow Place into the alley. 


At approximately 0115 hours, they heard shots fired from what seemed to be mid-block on Morrow 
Place (1300 block). After alerting their two assisting units of their intentions, and requesting they 
respond to the immediate vicinity, Deputy Phillips and Chase walked east down the alley toward 
Morrow Place to look for either suspects or victims of the gunfire. Both roadways were narrow 
making an approach in a vehicle less desirable. They walked down the north side of the alley, 
weapons drawn, utilizing walls and telephone poles as cover and concealment. When they had 
approached to within 20-25 feet of the entrance of Morrow Place, two young, male Hispanics 
emerged from that street into the alleyway. As there was a streetlight at the intersection of the two 
roadways, the deputies could see one of the males was carrying a handgun in his left hand. 


Both deputies ordered the suspects to freeze and drop the weapon. The suspects looked directly at 
them. The suspect with the gun, later identified as Subject Frias, raised his weapon and fired two 
shots at the deputies. Deputy Phillips, fearing for their safety, returned fire, firing four rounds from 
his Department issued Beretta. Deputy Chase was unable to engage the suspects as Deputy Phillips 
was partially obstructing his line of fire. As the deputies sought cover behind the wall of the home 
at BB Morrow Place MO) the two suspects turned and ran back 
northbound on Morrow Place and out of sight. Neither the deputies nor the suspects were injured 
in the exchange. 


IAB NOTE: Four 9MM casings were recovered a short distance from where Deputy 
Phillips was standing when he fired his pistol. One .40 caliber casing was recovered 
from the vicinity where the suspect fired. One of the suspect's rounds struck a 
concrete block wall on the south side of the east/west alleyway (rear of ES 
Telegraph Road) in which the deputies were standing. One of Deputy Phillip’s 
rounds struck a telephone pole at the south-west terminus of Morrow Place. A 
second, expended round was recovered in the steel frame of a south facing door at 
EEE Morrow Place. The other rounds could not be located. 


Deputy Phillips put out “998" traffic on his radio and set up a containment in the area. As he had 
two other units already in the immediate vicinity, the block was quickly and effectively contained. 
Other East Los Angeles Station units responded to fill in the containment. A command post was 
established a few blocks outside the containment area. 


A Special Enforcement Team under the command of Sergeant Hansen arrived at 0315 hours, as did 
the K-9 team under the command of Sergeant Michaels. They conducted an intensive search within 
the containment area for the suspects. Information from an informant who insisted on remaining 
anonymous (fearing possible gang retaliation) led to Subject Reyes being found inside a] Morrow 
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Place. He was detained without incident and positively identified by Deputies Phillips and Chase. 


Following a door-knock, Subject Frias was found inside a Morrow Place. He, too, was taken 
into custody without incident and positively identified by Deputy Philips and Deputy Chase. A blue 
sweatshirt similar to the one he was wearing at the time of the shooting was also retrieved inside the 
residence. 


Both subjects were arrested, charged with Attempted Murder, and transported to Eastlake Juvenile 
Hall. 


IAB NOTE: Crime Lab Deputy Nick Abbimanti responded to the scene. In addition 
to the photographs and measurements taken at the scene of the shooting, he also took 
Deputy Phillips duty weapon for test firing. Deputy Phillips stated he carried the 
weapon loaded with 16 rounds - fifteen in the magazine and one in the chamber. At 
East Los Angeles Station, in the presence of Sergeant Ruth Nelson and Sergeant 
Anthony Ward of the Internal Affairs Bureau, Deputy Abbimanti unloaded Deputy 
Phillip’s gun. It contained one round in the chamber, and eleven in the magazine (all 
were authorized duty rounds). 


DEPUTIES’ STATEMENTS 


Deputy Brian Chase | 


Deputy Chase was interviewed on tape on October 4, 1998 at 0630 hours. The 
interview was conducted at the scene of the shooting by Sergeant Ruth Nelson of the 
Internal Affairs Bureau. Prior to going on tape, Deputy Chase was given, and signed, 
an Admonition for Sworn Witnesses form. It was explained to him that this was not 
an investigation, but a review of the shooting incident. However, he was going to be 
asked not only what had occurred, but details regarding tactics used and actions 
taken. He stated he understood that and the contents of the form. 


Deputy Chase related basically the same facts as are detailed in his supplemental report. 
Additionally, he provided the following details: He and Deputy Phillips were assigned to work ELA 
24A, from 2000 to 0400 hours. 

. They had set up a surveillance in 
the area to look for narcotic activity, along with two assisting units. Deputy Chase said he heard 2-3 
shots coming from mid-block Morrow Place. Deputy Phillips advised the assisting units they would 
be out on foot, and directed them to close-by positions. They then walked along the north side of 
the alley toward Morrow Place, utilizing the walls as cover. When they had approached to within 
25 feet of the south end of Morrow Place, two male Hispanics emerged. One held a gun in his left 
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hand. Deputy Chase stated both deputies shouted orders at the suspects to stop and drop the weapon. 
Instead of complying, the suspect turned and fired 2-3 shots directly at them. Deputy Phillips 
returned fire, firing four rounds from his Beretta. Deputy Chase was unable to engage the suspects 
as Deputy Phillips was in his line of fire. As Deputy Phillips fired, he also pushed Deputy Chase 
toward cover. As soon as the suspects fired, they turned and ran northbound on Morrow Place and 
out of view. Deputy Phillips put out a “998” broadcast and set up a containment. Deputy Chase 
stated the two suspects found later were identified as the two suspects involved in the shooting. 


The interview concluded at 0636 hours. 
Deputy Timothy Phillips MY 


Deputy Phillips was interviewed on tape, on October 4, 1998 at 0640 hours. The 
interview was conducted at the scene of the shooting by Sergeant Ruth Nelson of the 
Internal Affairs Bureau. Prior to going on tape, Deputy Phillips was given, and 
signed, an Admonition for Sworn Subjects form. It was explained to him that this 
was not an investigation, but a review of the shooting. However, as he was going to 
be asked questions regarding the incident and the tactics used, he would be afforded 
all the rights of a subject. Deputy Phillips indicated he understood that, and agreed 
to be interviewed without a representative present. 


Deputy Phillips reiterated basically the same facts as are set forth in his supplemental report. 
Additionally, he provided the following details: 

As a member of the C.O.P.S. team, Deputy Phillips 
had attended neighborhood meetings and was aware of complaints regarding gang and narcotic 
activity in the area. Tonight, prior to the shooting, he had seen gang members, near Morrow Place, 
who had run from them. With two, two-man assisting units, he set-up a surveillance to monitor for 
any gang activity or drug trafficking. He and Deputy Chase parked their car on Fraser Avenue at the 
east/west alley one block north of Telegraph Road. Using a wall as concealment, they were looking 
for any foot traffic emerging from the south end of Morrow Place. Deputy Phillips explained that 
Morrow Place is an extremely narrow alleyway. It is difficult and dangerous to drive through it. 


When Deputy Phillips heard shots being fired from mid-block Morrow Place, he contacted his two 
assisting units. He first confirmed they had heard shots, and then advised them he and Deputy Chase 
would approach on foot. He asked them to come in as back-up. Using the walls and telephone poles 
as cover, they walked down the alley towards Morrow Place, weapons drawn. When they got to 
within 20-25 feet of Morrow Place, two suspects walked out - one of whom carried a blue-steel gun 
in his left hand. Both he and Deputy Chase ordered the suspects to drop the weapon and freeze. The 
suspect with the gun turned and fired two rounds at the deputies. As he moved towards the cover 
of a wall, Deputy Phillips said he returned fire, firing four rounds from his Beretta. 
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Deputy Phillips stated he was aware of the background as he fired. He saw no one past them down 
the alley. Additionally, he saw a vehicle parked on the east side of Morrow Place, directly north of 
the alley, as well as a fence bordering the roadways. 


The suspects immediately fled northbound on Morrow Place. Deputy Philips issued a “998" and 
began setting up acontainment. He stated they did not enter Morrow Place immediately to look for 
the suspects as he did not want to enter a kill zone without back-up. Once he had sufficient back-up, 
they cleared the area. 


Two suspects were discovered in the vicinity, both of whom Deputy Phillips could positively identify 
as the suspects. 


WITNESSES’ STATEMENTS 


The following witnesses were interviewed on tape by Sergeant Ruth Nelson of the Internal Affairs 
Bureau. The interviews were conducted on October 4, 1998, at approximately 0610 hours, at the 
family home. All of the family members lived at: 


HA ; : 
Ms. stated she was in her bedroom when she heard three shots being fired, followed quickly 


by several more. She estimated she heard 7 to 9 rounds. She did not see anything as she ran to get 
her parents who were asleep. 


MH 
Mr. was in his bedroom asleep at the time of the shooting. He stated he heard two shots that 


seemed far away, as they woke him up, and then heard one more shot and some yelling. He then ran 
to his parents’ room on the far side (east side) of the home. He did not see anything. 


A ho 
FH 


translated for her parents, neither of whom spoke much English. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
stated they were asleep at the time of the shooting and neither saw nor heard anything. 


MA 
Mr. stated he was asleep at the time the shooting began. He heard two shots that he believes 


awakened him. Those shots were followed by someone yelling “Freeze!”and then 6 or 7 more shots. 
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He did not see anything. 


There was no response at | Morrow Place, the home on the southwest corner of Morrow Place 
and the east/west alleyway. The south side of the east/west alley is industrial, not residential. Due 
to the time of the shooting, no businesses were open and no other witnesses were located. 


Four individuals - ), M A 
(FH). and ( ) - who did not live on Morrow Place were 


found within the containment area. They were taken to East Los Angeles Station to be interviewed 
as potential witnesses to the shooting. All four individuals were interviewed by East Los Angeles 
Station detectives. Those interviews are summarized in supplemental reports included with this 
package. 


IAB NOTE: Of the above four witnesses, only A refused to allow her 
interview to be tape recorded. She rejected a similar request for a taped interview by 
Sergeant Ruth Nelson of Internal Affairs. Copies of the taped interviews will be 
retained at Internal Affairs Bureau. 


SUSPECTS’ STATEMENTS 


East Los Angeles Station Detective Joe Ramirez, MB. interviewed both Subject Frias and 
Subject Reyes. Subject Frias spoke with him first, not on tape. After talking with Detective Ramirez 
for a short time, Subject Frias invoked his rights and declined to talk further. He was not 
interviewed by Internal Affairs. Subject Reyes also gave an initial, non-taped interview to Detective 
Ramirez, and then agreed to be re-interviewed by him on tape. For a summary of these statements 
see the supplemental report written by Detective Ramirez. 


IAB NOTE: A copy of the taped interview with Subject Reyes will be retained at 
Internal Affairs Bureau. 
CHARGES FILED 
Both suspects were arrested and initially charged with 664/187 PC - Attempted Murder. Following 
an in-depth investigation by East Los Angeles Station detectives, it is anticipated the charges against 


Subject Reyes will be dropped. Due to the seriousness of the charges, and the circumstances 
involved, steps are being taken to have Subject Frias arraigned as an adult. 
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